American Decades Project Synthesis Assignment

250 points Summative

Dr. Gingrich, AP Language and Composition

Written Product:  100 points   Due Friday, March 4th
Rough Draft:  20 points Due Friday,  26th (at least two of the products)
Annotated Bibliography  (of five sources):  30 points  Due Thursday, February  18th, end of period
· Bibliographic information in correct MLA format
· Summary of information

· How you will use this information in your paper
· Two direct quotes from the source of at least one sentence each
Group Presentation: 100  points Week of March 1st
Topic Group Presentation: 
Each person within your group is to pick a separate issue or theme that s/he will be exploring. Each group member should find at least three separate sources related to the topic that they select.   Your group will be responsible for researching and presenting a “living museum” for a class period on your particular decade and topics. 
Video:  As part of your group should make a 7-10 minute video/live performance which does one of the following

A. Reenacts a historical event

B. Creates a scene from a novel or play

C. Reenacts a scene from a film or television series

D. Creates original scenes which are vignettes illustrating life during that time period

 The assignment and additional resources and links can be found at 

http://www.rsgingrich.com/americanliterature/decadesproject.htm
The Synthesis Written Assignment: 

Select a question/issue—occurs in American history over the past century-- which is raised in your decade and issue (see above for examples).  

Then find five different sources related to that question.  One of the sources must be a visual document.  One of the sources must be a primary source from the decade you are using.

Create a synthesis question based upon your sources.  Include the context, the question, and then a written response to the question of 1200-1800 words.  You must cite each of the five sources in the essay.  Include the following with the final product

· Rubric with your name on it

· The question and context (follow the examples from the practice AP exams)

· Your essay including citation of all five sources

· A works cited page of all five sources

· A copy of the primary source

· A copy of the visual source

· A rough draft of your essay

· Peer editing rubric for your rough draft

General Topics (each person will have a different category)
	Art
Literature

Sports

Entertainment

Popular Culture


	Music

World Events

Politics

Social Movements


	Medicine

Economics

Science/Technology/Inventions

Law

Religion

Fashion


Some Examples of Issues: 

· Due to the economic problems of the Great Depression, films served an important role for escapism and as social commentaries.  In what ways were the films of the 1930’s escapist and to what extent were they successful in unburdening the American public from their problems?  How were the movies of the 1930’s a social commentary on the issues that were occurring during the Great Depression? 

· Following World War II,  what has been come to be called the Cold War came into existence.  One of the aspects of this Cold War was an anti-communist sentiment that led to the McCarthy trials “McCarthy witch hunt.”  What were the causes and effects of the trials and how did they alter the American conscience?  Why did they occur at this particular time and what other events in American history did they parallel? 
· In 1964 and 1965 a series of legislative bills known as the Civil Rights Act were passed in congress.  How did this legislation change American society? 
