Synthesis Paper Independent Book (120 points summative) 
1. In your group, you are to create and write a response to a synthesis paper related to an argument which your independent book makes.  The creation of the prompt can be done with your entire group.  This should have the following five components similar to the AP exams we have taken in class. (20 points)
1.  Directions-- this can be more or less verbatim from the sample prompt.
1. An introduction--states what the general topic and background are.
1. The assignment--a statement of what the writer is to do and the question to which the writer is to respond.  Synthesis prompts are generally of two types-take a position and write a persuasive essay on that position or a discussion of what the most important factors or issues are in considering the topic and why they are the most important. 
1. A list of the sources—each member of your group is responsible for finding at least one source.  You should have a minimum of four sources; the book counts as one and then one should be a visual (advertisement, a chart, photograph, painting, cartoon, etc.). Each person must find at least one source, so if you group is larger you will need more sources. Even if you do this individually you will need at least four sources. Give each source a letter to attribute to it.
1. Print out a copy of the sources—print sources should be 300-500 words. If you are using a longer source take an excerpt from it.  Do not use the entire source if it is longer than about two pages single spaced. Label each source A, B, etc. and provide the MLA citation for the source.  You should have a minimum of 4 sources at least one of which should be visual (painting, poster, photograph, table, cartoon, advertisement, etc.)
1. Individually each person is to write a response to the prompt which your group created of between 1000 and 1500 words.  The essay should include direct reference from four sources (the book and three of the other sources) and a minimum of six direct citations (three from the book and one each from the other three sources. (100 points)
Due Dates—The Synthesis question including all documents loaded into one file and posted to Turnitin.com by Friday, January 17th at 4pm.

The rough draft is due by 4pm on Friday, January 24th. The rough draft must be a minimum of 750 words and include at least six citations anything less will receive a deduction of 10 points from the individual essay grade.  Peer editing will also be part of this process and must be completed in order not to have a 10-point deduction.  Rough drafts will not be accepted late. If you are absent you should post it to turnitin.com by the appropriate time.  If you have computer problems you should check with me by the end of the period to make sure you have correctly turned in your essay.

You must review two student essays on the peer editing day of Monday, January 27th.  If you do not you will lose 10 points. If you have not turned in a rough draft you will be unable to peer edit. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]2nd Drafts are due by 4pm Friday, January 31st. Papers must be a minimum of 1000 words to receive full credit.








Topics:  You are to read a book on one of the following topics. You may select the book from the lists of books or come up with your own book on the topic. Everyone in your group needs to read the same book.  Give me your book title by next Friday, March 2nd.  You need to have read the book by Monday, March 13th. 

Sports 
Science, the Environment, and Medicine
Food
Gender
Race, Culture, and Justice
War
Nature and the Environment
Travel/Adventure
Thoughts and Ideas

