Scoring Guide for Harris Burdick  Short Story Paper

“4”

A story in this category has superior creativity, imagination, and description.  Images, style, and description make a powerful impression on the reader.  The reader is highly engaged with the story from the outset and maintains their interest throughout the reading via humor, suspense, drama, mystery, or action.  Characters, setting, and plot are extremely engaging and developed.  The conflict is extremely well thought out, expressed, and resolved in an original and clever fashion. The picture, caption, and phrase are intricately woven into the story. Grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure are varied and sophisticated.

“3”

A story in this category has effective creativity, imagination, and description.  Images are clear, crisp, and make an effective impression on the reader.  The reader is engaged with the story from the outset and maintains their interest throughout most of the reading, with few lapses in interest.  Characters, setting, and plot are well developed and explained.  The conflict is well thought out and resolved in a thoughtful manner. The picture, caption, and phrase are effectively woven into the story.  Grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure are varied and compliment the effectiveness of the story.

“2”

A story in this category shows adequate creativity, imagination, and description.  Images may tell not show, and may not make much impression on the reader.  The reader might find the story slightly interesting or may find it highly interesting but hard to follow.  Characters, setting, and plot may need more explanation and development.  The conflict may not be clear or may not be resolved in a satisfactory manner. The picture, caption, and phrase are not clearly woven into the story. Grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure may interfere with the reader’s comprehension.

“1”

A story in this category may be lacking or inadequate in any of the following areas: 

· It may not be very imaginative

· It may not have much development
· The picture, caption, and phrase are intricately woven into the story

· It may have serious grammatical problems which may make it impossible to read.

