Rogerian Argument Rubric

“4” Paper

Has the following characteristics

· A clearly defined thesis with an intense focus on that thesis, supported by superior development and details

· Presents a clear and thorough explanation of both arguments

· Develops a sophisticated negotiation of common ground 

· Has elaborate details, supporting well researched arguments through appropriate and convincing argumentative appeals
· Is highly organized with sophisticated transitions between different components of the paper

· Is very original with an unique and powerful voice that explores the author’s views on issues

· Mechanics, usage, and grammar are used in a highly effective manner

· This paper will be highly persuasive to the reader

“3” Paper

Has many of the following characteristics:

· A clearly defined thesis, strong focus, and strong supporting details

· Clear and thorough explanations of both arguments through appropriate and sufficient argumentative appeals
· Solid negotiation of the common ground 

· Strong details supporting the argument, showing evidence of thoughtful research

· Well organized with transitions between different components of the paper

· Clear and thoughtful voice, expressing personal consideration of topic

· Mechanics, usage and grammar are used effectively

· The paper will be very persuasive to the reader

“2” Paper

May have several of the following characteristics

· A clearly defined thesis

· Uneven explanation of both sides of the argument

· Adequate support and details

· Solid organization

· Use of research though not as elaborate and developed as in a stronger paper

· Some mechanics or grammatical problems

· Limited persuasiveness, perhaps through a lack of logic or development

“1” Paper

Has some of the following characteristics:

· Lack of clarity of topic

· Extremely limited support or a lack of research

· Disorganization

· A failure to clearly explain both sides of the argument

· A lack of development

· Frequent grammatical errors

