Rhetorical Devices Paper Rubric

“4”

A 4 paper will be extremely sophisticated in analyzing the work.  Insights will be in depth, showing an originality of thought.  Strong examples will connect to the writer’s discussion of all critical criteria---author’s purpose, language and diction, rhetorical strategies, and the effectiveness of those strategies.  A 4 will insightfully discuss the relationship of the passage and purpose to the overall themes of the work and illustrate those insights through selectively illustrative passages. The paper will be very well organized, tightly written, showing a superiority of style and clarity.

“3”

A 3 paper will be very effective in analyzing all aspects of the work—author’s purpose, language and diction, rhetorical strategies, and the effectiveness of those strategies.  The paper will focus on analysis and show some originality of thought.  Key examples will illustrate the writer’s points.  The paper will effectively connect the passage to the overall themes of the work through concrete examples. The paper will be well written, organized, showing a clear and engaging style with fluid transitions between sections of the paper.






“2”

A 2 paper will be adequate in analyzing all aspects of the work—author’s purpose, language and diction, rhetorical strategies, and the effectiveness of those strategies.  Clear examples will illustrate the key points in the paper.  Analysis will be attempted but may not be clearly developed. Originality may not be apparent. Some attempt at connecting the passage to the themes of the work will have been made although those attempts may be limited. The paper will be clearly organized although that structure may be formulaic or simplistic.  Generally the writing will be clear, although some sentence level mistakes may occur, occasional limiting comprehension.





“1”

A one paper may leave one or more of the areas unaddressed.  Analysis may be severely limited.  Examples may be unclear, unconnected to key points, or missing. The paper often times will be undeveloped.  Organization may be hazy.  Sentence level errors may interfere with the reader’s comprehension. 

