Rubric for Persuasive Essay

“4”

Presents an outstanding argument refuting, defending, or qualifying the quote.  Extremely strong knowledge of the work and other literary works from the semester is apparent.  The level of analysis in this paper is superior, showing an exceptional understanding of the quote and its relations to society, history, politics, etc. Evidence is original, persuasive, and extremely well developed showing an extremely thorough explanation.  Writing is clear, highly sophisticated, and original.  

“3”

Presents an effective argument refuting, defending, or qualifying the quote.  A strong knowledge of the work and use of other literary works from the semester  is apparent.  The paper analyzes the quotes, showing credible evidence in support of the ideas in the essay and relating it thoughtfully to personal experience, society, history, politics, etc.  Evidence is persuasive and developed.  Writing is clear, sophisticated, with few errors impeding comprehension.

“2”

Presents an adequate argument refuting, defending, or qualifying the quote.  Some knowledge of the work is apparent although there may be some gaps.  The paper analyzes the quote and connects and supports it through examples, though some examples may not  thoroughly supported, substantiated, or explained.  Evidence is adequately persuasive, though the reader may not be completely convinced.  Writing is generally clear, though there may be some errors, though comprehension is rarely impeded.

“1”

Presents an inadequate argument.  Lacks in one or more of the following areas

Knowledge of the literary works
Development of Support

Coherence of organization

Control of written language

