Logical Fallacies or Pseudoproofs
AP Lang and Comp, Dr. Gingrich
Examples are taken from Richard Norquist about.com grammar page

http://grammar.about.com/
These are arguments which authors pose that are unsubstantiated—they are fake arguments—watch for these in our advertisements.

Fallacies in Logic
Begging the question:  no support is offered by the arguer who merely restates the argument over and over again (in one form or another, paraphrasing the same argument) as though that were proof.  

· "Here is an example [of begging the question] taken from an article on exclusive men's clubs in San Francisco. In explaining why these clubs have such long waiting lists, Paul B. 'Red' Fay, Jr. (on the roster of three of the clubs) said, 'The reason there's such a big demand is because everyone wants to get in them.' In other words, there is a big demand because there is a big demand."
(H. Kahane and N. Cavender, Logic and Contemporary Rhetoric: The Use of Reason in Everyday Life, 10th ed. Wadsworth, 2006
Red herring:  provides irrelevant and misleading support that pulls the audience away from the real argument.
· Some analysts even question the widespread assumption that rising consumption in developing nations will continue to force up food prices. Paul Ashworth, senior international economist at Capital Economics, calls that argument a 'red herring,' saying that consumption of meat in China and India has reached a plateau."
(Patrick Falby, "Economy: Panicked About Expensive Food And Oil? Don’t Be." Newsweek, Dec. 31, 2007-Jan. 7, 2008)

Non sequiter:  the conclusion does not follow from the evidence and the warrant. Sort of false appearances

· "Warming was caused by sunspots, or fluctuations in the Earth's orbit, or volcanic eruptions. Therefore it cannot be caused by mankind. The 'therefore' is the giveaway, the delicious non sequitur: just because Earth has warmed for one or another reason in the past is no reason why it cannot warm for a completely different reason in the future."
(John Llewell, "In a Confusing Climate." The Observer, Sep. 2, 2007)

· Ralph Wiggum: Martin Luther King had a dream. Dreams are where Elmo and Toy Story had a party and I was invited. Yay! My turn is over!
Principal Skinner: One of your best, Ralphie.
("The Color Yellow," The Simpsons, 2010)

Straw man:  attributes an argument to an opponent that the opponent never made and then refuting it in a devastating way.

· "The straw man fallacy often misrepresents the context from which a quotation is taken. More often, however, it takes place without a quotation; the straw man usually occurs when the point of view is paraphrased or summarized."
(Jon Stratton, Critical Thinking for College Students. Rowman & Littlefield, 1999)

Stacked evidence also referred to as stacking the deck:  stacking evidence to represent only one side of an issue that clearly has two sides gives a distorted impression of the issue.

· "[A] recent ABC show on drugs . . . distorted, omitted or manipulated drug reality. What was piously described as an attempt to open discussion on different approaches to the drug problem was simply a long promotion for legalization of drugs. . . .

"The program dwells with utmost respect on legalization efforts in Britain and the Netherlands. But it omits evidence of failure. It gives no time to British and Dutch experts who say they have been a disaster, or to Zurich's decision to close its infamous needle park, or to the rise in crime and drug addiction in the Netherlands, or the fact that Italy, which decriminalized possession of heroin in 1975, now leads Western Europe in per capita heroin addiction, with 350,000 addicts.

"The deck is stacked like a monte game. The advocates of some form of legalization include a judge, police chiefs, a mayor. But nothing is said about the great majority of judges, police officers and mayors who are opposed to legalization by any alias. "
(A.M. Rosenthal, "On My Mind; Stacking the Deck." The New York Times, Apr. 14, 1995)

Either-or:  Some arguments are oversimplified as either or arguments.

We can either have longer school years or dumber students.
Post hoc:  faulty cause—if you wear Nike shoes you will be as good at basketball as Lebron James.

Hasty generalizations:  jumping to a conclusion based on too few examples.

It has been cold all weekend, therefore the earth is freezing.

Fallacies that affect ethos
Ad hominem:  attacks a person’s character traits rather than their ideas.
Franco is a stole my lunch money, therefore  I can’t trust him when he says the earth is round.
Guilt by association:  assumes that you can attack a person’s character by examining the character of their associates.

James had a brother who dropped out of school so I know he will be a terrible speller.

Using authority instead of evidence:  because the College Board says that question number 5 is d, then the answer must be d, even if it appears to be an asinine answer.  “Do it because I said so.”

Emotional Appeal  
Bandwagon Appeal:  if everyone thinks it is good then it must be good.

Everyone is playing Angry Birds so it must be the greatest video game every.

Slippery slope---scare tactic that if we allow one thing to happen, we will be immediately sliding down a slippery slope to the most extreme, worse outcome

· If voluntary euthanasia were to be legalised it would prove impossible to avoid the legislation, or, at least, toleration, of non-voluntary euthanasia. But, even if the former can be justified, the latter clearly cannot. Hence, it is better that the first step (legalising voluntary euthanasia) not be taken so as to prevent a slide into non-volunteer euthanasia."
(John Keown, quoted by Robert Young in Medically Assisted Death. Cambridge Univ. Press, 2007)

Creating false-needs  marketers and advertisers convince you that you need something that you do not really need or want   (Webkinz, iphones, pretty much everything you own)
· If you don’t have an IPhone 4, you parents will not know how to find you and you will die lonely on the streets.
· If you don’t own the new One Direction album no one will talk to you at school.
