Grammar Lesson 9:  Dependent Clauses

Gingrich, 10H and AP Lang
Dependent clauses are clauses that cannot exist on their own. There are two types of dependent clauses, subordinate and relative.  

A subordinate clause has a subject and verb but cannot exist on its own because it is an incomplete thought. 

A subordinate clause follows the pattern subordinate conjunction +subject+ verb. 

· "Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is time to pause and reflect."
(Mark Twain)

· "Memory is deceptive because it is colored by today's events."
(Albert Einstein)

· "If you can't leave in a taxi you can leave in a huff. If that's too soon, you can leave in a minute and a huff.
(Groucho Marx, Duck Soup)

· "If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few who are rich."
(John F. Kennedy)

A relative clause serves as an adjective clause (subordinate clauses that attach to a noun) and contains a relative pronoun (who, whom, whose, which, or that) or a relative adverb (when, where, or why).  

It follows the pattern of relative pronoun or relative adverb + subject + verb. 

· Animals, whom we have made our slaves, we do not like to consider our equal."
(Charles Darwin)

· "Peace is not merely a distant goal that we seek, but a means by which we arrive at that goal."
(Martin Luther King, Jr.)

A noun clause is a dependent clause that functions as a noun (that is, as a subject, object, or complement) within a sentence. Also known as a nominal clause.

What’s mine is yours, and what is yours is mine.

William Shakespeare, Measure for Measure
I just don’t understand what the hold is.  It’s clear why she holds on to you, but I just can’t see why you holding on to her.”  Toni Morrison, Beloved, 67.

Putting it all together.

A.  Explain how Truman Capote utilizes dependent clauses in this passage to intensify the mood of the crime.
After the news conference, Dewey retired to his office, a room that the sheriff had temporarily lent him.  The desk was littered with what Dewey hoped would some day constitute courtroom exhibits: the adhesive tape and the yards of cord removed from the victims and now sealed in plastic sacks (as clues, neither item seemed very promising, for both were common-brand products, obtainable anywhere in the United States), and photographs taken at the scene of the crime by a police photographer-twenty blown-up glossy-print pictures of Mr. Clutter’s shattered skull,his son’s demolished face, Nancy’s bound hands, her mother’s death-dulled, still-staring eyes, and so on.  In days to come, Dewey was to spend many hours examining these photographs, hoping that he might ‘suddenly see something,” that a meaningful detail would declare itself: “Like those puzzles. The ones that ask, “How many animals can you find in this picture?  In a way, that’s what I’m trying to do.  Find the animals.”  Truman Capote, In Cold Blood, p. 82.

B.  Write a paragraph incorporating at least two sentences with subordinating clauses and one sentence with a relative clause which describe the hallways as the bell rings to dismiss for lunch A.
