Editing Checklist for Persuasive Essay using Rogerian Argument

Writer’s Name:


Editor’s Name:

Title and Introduction
· Your title refers to the topic you address in essay
· The essay starts with an opening sentence which gains the audience’s attention

· The topic of your argument is clearly introduced

· You discuss the different argumentative positions associated with the issues
· Context for your argument is evident and explained

· What type of introduction do they use?  Is this effective? (inverted triangle, narrative, question, paradox, mind the gap, etc.)?
Body Paragraphs

· Clearly states the positions; both sides are adequately addressed 
· Strengths of each position are acknowledged and support for each position explained

· A transition is made between the differing position and your own position

· You suggest why readers may want to adopt your argument over others

· What type of claim is being made? 
Argumentation
· The paper makes cogent arguments to support the case

· Uses a range of arguments and appeals and provides concrete evidence to support them


Which types are most prevalent and most effective?


Logical Proofs/Appeals

Definition


Syllogism


Cause and Effect


Comparison (Literal Analogies and Figurative Analogies


Pathetic (Emotional) Appeals

Motivation (Fear, Anger, Hope, Pleasure, Pain, Sympathy, etc.)

Values (Right and Wrong)


Ethical Appeals (Speaker Centered)


Character

   
Trustworthiness

  
Credibility

  
Authority
Types of Claim do they use?  Is this effectively connected to their arguments?
Claims of Fact:     Did it happen?  Does it exist?

Claims of Definition:
What is it?  How should we define it?

Claims of Cause:
What caused it or what are its effects?

Claims of Value:  
Is it good or bad?  What type of criteria will help us decide?

Claims of Policy:
What should we do about it?  What should be our course of action?

Conclusion







· Remind readers of importance of your topic

· Emphasize why your argument is sound


· Emphasize the relevance of your

____

· What type of rhetorical devices were used in 
· Conclusion? (echo the introduction, challenge the reader.look to the future, pose a question, end with a quotation)

· What are the major strengths of the Paper?

· What are the areas that need the most improvement?

Mechanics

· Sophisticated writing style

· Correct grammar, mechanics and usage

· Appropriate in text and outside of text citations

1=needs a lot of work (missing)
2=adequate
3= effective    4-exemp;lary

