Documentary Film Project
AP: Lang and Comp

Dr. Gingrich 

Spring 2019



(50 Summative Points)
Due post to google classroom by beginning of period, Friday, May 17th

The Film:  You may do this individually or in a group of no more than 6.
Create a 5-15 minute documentary on a subject of your choosing.  The subject should fall within one of the following categories.  This may be done in a group of the following components (1-5).

Subjects:  Your documentary should fall into one of the following categories.

1. An event (Math Tournament, Prom, The Circus, A Basketball Game)

2. A group or a biography of an individual (religious, ethnic, social, extracurricular,

economic, academic, political, community, etc.)

3. Issue (gun control, fast food, civil  rights for ninth graders)

4. An activity/process (how to make a video game, surfing, crocheting, dancing, building a house for Habitat for Humanity)

Components:  The documentary should contain sounds and visual images which include one or more of the following. 
1. Observations—taping the event, group, individual, issue, or activity/process.

2. Documentations—examples of news footage, other videos, artifacts, visual images, posters related to the subject of the documentary.

3. Interviews with participants in the subject (skateboarders, community leaders) or individuals who have opinions about the subject.

4. Narration-commentary:  views and ideas of the filmmakers interjecting into the film.
· The documentary could be comprised of only one of these research strategies or a blending of all of them.

Focus:

· Select a focus within your subject.

· Consider why you are selecting this subject.

· What about your subject do you want to convey to your audience?

· Why do you think your subject is interesting and important?

· What would  be the best way to convey these aspects of your subject to the audience?

Modes

A. Expository—the filmmaker explains the topic to the audience

1. Direct—audience is directly addressed by the narrator

2. Indirect—audience is not spoken to directly by narrator

B. Observational “fly on the way” we just watch what happens

C.  Interactional—the filmmaker/narrator actively engages with the subjects/participants and with the audience, we hear the questions and may also even see the narrator or filmmaker

D.  Reflexive—makes us aware that we are watching a film, that the documentary is presenting a version of reality, and created what has happened-may comment on why things were presented in a certain way

(Think reality television shows)

Tracks

· Audio—subject actual sound, sound effects, music, narrative voice over

· Visual—subject, connections and transitions, what is the main object focus, what is in background

· Documents (Graphs, charts, cartoons, etc.) may be made by the filmmaker or may not be made
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