Documentary Clips Analysis

(notes taken from Reading in the Reel World by John Golden)

I. Modes

A. Expository—the filmmaker explains the topic to the audience

1. Direct—audience is directly addressed by the narrator

2. Indirect—audience is not spoken to directly by narrator

B. Observational “fly on the way” we just watch what happens

C.  Interactional—the filmmaker/narrator actively engages with the subjects/participants and with the audience, we hear the questions and may also even see the narrator or filmmaker
D.  Reflexive—makes us aware that we are watching a film, that the documentary is presenting a version of reality, and created what has happened-may comment on why things were presented in a certain way
(Think reality television shows)
II. Subject/Purpose

· Event

· Group Individual

· Process or Activity

· Issue

· Does the film seek to inform? persuade? entertain? anger?

III. Methods (which of the following methods does the film incorporate in the sections you view?  Why does the filmmaker use these particular strategies n the research?

· Interview

· Observations

· Documents (graphs, charts, newsclips, excerpts from documents, cartoons, not made by the  filmmaker themselves)

· Narrative commentary (critiques, observations)

IV. Tracks/Presentation
· Audio—subject actual sound, sound effects, music, narrative voice over

· Visual—subject, connections and transitions, what is the main object focus, what is in background

· Documents (Graphs, charts, cartoons, etc.) may be made by the filmmaker or may not be made

