Definition 
Definition demonstrates how to set the terms or parameters of an argument. Defining issues in terms that support your position frames the argument so that, through syllogistic reasoning, an audience can be lead logically to the conclusion you intend. To argue by definition, then, is to convince the audience that the definitions are reasonable, supportable and logical and, since your argument is based on them, your conclusions are as well. Definitions do not necessarily have to come from a dictionary; many terms are up to interpretation and the other may use areas such as slang and personal experience to define an item. Examples may be necessary to clarify concepts as well, especially if the meaning of a term is subjective such as moral or evil. Note that definitions will also be one of the key strategies for openings and closings.
Read Gloria Naylor’s “The Meaning of a Word” on p. 486 in the Bedford Reader

1.  What is her perspective on language her?

2. How does she define her terms?

3. What would Gloria Naylor’s perspective be on The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn?

4. Do you think the book is racist in its depictions of characters?
