Course Outline for Magic, Monsters, and Creatures of Myths and Star Wars
Dr. Gingrich, Fall 2013
Week One, September 12th
Topic:  Myths and the Quests/Star Wars Episode I
Readings:  Brothers Grimm, Circe


      Openings of the tales


      Characteristics of a myth/fable

Week Two September 19th
Topic:  Heroes—types of heroes, mythical, epic, 

Objects of Quest/Power: Rings, Sorcerer’s Stone
Settings: Imaginary Worlds, Portals

Reading Fairy Tales

Assignment:  Fairy Tale Presentations
Clips from Fellowship of the Ring, Star Wars I, and Sorcerer’s Stone

Week Three:  September 26th
Strengths and Weaknesses—of characters

Harry, Hermione, and Ron
Frodo, Bilbo, Gimli, Legolas and Aragorn

Luke, Leia, Padme, Anaykin, Obi Wan

Readings: Fellowship of the Ring, Sorcerer’s Stone, and Darth Bane
Settings and Utopias

Assignment:  Mythical Creatures Assignment 1
Week Four, October 3rd
Topic: Magic

Wizards and Witches

Voldemort, Dumbledore, Gandalf, Sarumon, The Magician’s Nephew

Mythical Creatures Assignment One
Chamber of Secrets, The Two Towers, Revenge of the Sith
Activity:  Magic Assignment

Week Five,  October 10th
Topic: Magic

Wizards and Witches

Voldemort, Dumbledore, Gandalf, Sarumon,The Magician’s Nephew
Order of the Phoenix, Prisoner of Azkabhan, Two Towers, Silver Chair
Assignment:  Mythical Creatures Assignment 2
Week Six, October 17th
Topic: Mythical Creatures

Dragons, Dwarves, Elves, Fauns, Goblins, Giants, Centaurs, etc.

What are their qualities? How do they relate to humans? What are their sources of origin?  How do Rowling, Lucas, and Tolkien use them in new ways?

Prisoner of Azkabhan, Two Towers, Goblet of Fire, A New Hope
Quest Activity

Weeks Seven to Ten Field Trip, October 21st
Week Eleven: October 31st

Topic: Science of Magic and the Possibilities of Harry Potter
Time Travel, Invisibility
Harry Potter books 1-4

Assignment:  Return of the King, Half Blood Prince, Empire Strikes Back
Week Twelve, November 7th
Themes:  Why have these books been so powerful?


      Have they created a new mythology in the twentieth century?


      What do they reveal about the nature of Good vs. Evil?

Focus on the end of the quest 

Topic: Mythical Creatures

Dragons, Dwarves, Elves, Fauns, Goblins, Giants, Centaurs, etc.

Return of the Jedi/Deathly Hallows
 Work on Final Projects
Week Thirteen, November 14th
Finish Final Projects and Turn them In

Work on and Complete Projects

Do one of the following options

1. Create an original work of art (visual, music, poetry, story, which responds to one or several of the works).

2. Write an original work of fantasy based on your own characters and events.

3. Create a video which adapts a scene from one of the works.

4. Write an essay which looks at a critical aspect of one of the works (theme, issue, style, connection to myth, etc.)

5. Create your own idea for a project.
