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Cambridge High School

Ms. Morris, Rm 2125, morrism@fultonschools.org

Dr. Gingrich, Rm 2120, Gingrich@fultonschools.org
Ms. Wren Rm 2119, wrenS@fultonschools.org
AP® English Language and Composition

 “It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.” – Aristotle 
2019-20
Electronic Information

Website:  http://www.drgingrich.weebly.com
All students should have enrolled in all of these by Tuesday, August 13th
AP Classroom

1st Period
Z9ZXQ3
4th Period
N66W6R
5th Period
E9NX9W
7th Period
NA3326
Remind

1st Period
@238hhc
4th Period
@94b7b9
5th Period
@d3g66
7th Period
@a6c8d8
Turnitin.com     Class Code/password

1st Period
21823226/purple

4th Period
21823238/orange

5th Period
21823245/beige

7th Period
21823256/yellow

Google classroom

1st Period
voun28

4th Period
jehi98

5th Period
hlnqtu

7th Period
03rbh21

Course Overview
Advanced Placement (AP) English Language and Composition is a college level course that deals in recognizing, analyzing, and expressing ideas. Students will spend the year considering important ideas advanced throughout history as they test their own ideas against those of others. Due to the challenging nature of Advanced Placement coursework, this course demands each student’s best effort, all the time.  

Specifically, AP English Language is intended to engage students in becoming skilled readers of prose from various periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  It brings into focus the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as it promotes examination of the conventions and resources of language that contribute to effective writing.  

Students in AP English Language and Composition will work towards an appreciation of the rhetorical and aesthetic dimensions that contribute to rich and effective writing.  Students will take the AP examination in May (possibly earning scores that lead to college English credit) and will continue to develop as appreciative life-long readers and effective writers who think deeply and analyze critically. According to guidelines promoted by The College Board, students should be able to do the following upon completion of this course:

· analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques;

· apply effective strategies and techniques in writing;

· create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience;

· write for a variety of purposes;

· produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations, and clear transitions;

· demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English, as well as stylistic maturity in writing;

· demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources;

· effectively research, draft, revise, and reflect upon personal writing;

· analyze image as text; and,

· evaluate and incorporate references into researched essays using an established format.

—Course Description:  Advanced Placement English, The College Board (2006). 

Issued Texts






Replacement Cost
Novels







$15.00

Grading Criteria

Summative/Major Assessments



60%


Formative/Minor Assessments 



20%

Midterm/Final Exam (EOCT 2nd semester)


20%

Grading Scale

100-90 A

89-80 B
79-70 C

69 & Below
F

Classroom Expectations:

You must sign in to the tardy book if you are late for class. After 3 tardies, you will receive a referral to an administrator. You will also use the tardy book to sign out and in any time you leave the room during class time. Only one person may leave the room at a time. Please be courteous and do not ask to go in the 1st or last 10 minutes of class.

No cell phone usage without prior approval from the instructor.

The student handbook is the basis for all policies, procedures, and consequences.
The nature of this course requires students to be comfortable receiving constructive criticism from both the instructor and his or her peers in order to gain the most from the course. 
Recovery:

County Policy: “Opportunity will be given to students to recover from cumulative averages below 74 if all work has been completed and the student has shown a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements and has maintained consistent attendance. Students who wish to work toward improving their status must contact their teacher to make arrangements for recovery. This must be completed 10 days before the end of the semester.”
Teachers may determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades. (FCBOE)

Honor Code and Plagiarism Policy: 
County Policy: “Teachers will deal with Honor Code infractions regarding homework, class assignments, and quizzes; administrators will meet with student, parent(s), and teacher to deal with infractions regarding tests, research and major papers, etc. Students will receive a zero on the assignment and may receive further disciplinary action.”

Late Work Policy

Following an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to contact his/her teachers to arrange for make-up work. The contact must be made within one school day of returning. If the teacher is absent, contact should be made upon the first day of the teacher’s return. Students are given the same number of days to complete make-up work as the absence, not including the day of return. For instance, if a student is absent two consecutive days, he/she has two days (not including the day of return) to complete the assignments. Students with an excused absence are eligible to make-up work for full credit. While students are allowed to make up work due to unexcused absences, the make-up work for students with unexcused absences may be penalized up to 10% of the maximum value of the graded assignment.

Assignments made prior to the absence, including tests/quizzes scheduled for the day of return, are generally due upon the student’s return. Students who are present for any portion of the school day are expected to turn in all assignments due on that day in order to receive full credit. Failure to complete make-up work within the designated time frame may result in a grade reduction or loss of credit for the assignment.

Assignments missed due to pre-approved absences are due upon the student’s return unless the teacher has approved other arrangements in advance.

Late work will be docked 10 points per day up to 5 days. For example, a written assignment earning an 80% that is submitted 8 days late will go into the gradebook as a 30%.
Media Guidelines:
The curriculum poses the opportunity for teachers to incorporate different forms of technology into the classroom.  One of these forms of technology is the showing of clips of related movies or related movies in their entirety. These films will be rated G, PG, PG-13 or, in some cases, R. News programming and other television/internet broadcasts related to the curriculum may also be viewed. If you have any concerns about video viewing, please contact the instructor gingrich@fultonschools.org.  Please see below the list of possible selections and ratings: 

Cell Phone Policy

Cell phones are not permitted to be visible in English classrooms. Students are expected to stow cell phones in their backpacks. Students who do not comply with this policy will be provided with a space to store their cell phones. Students are not permitted to take their phones when leaving the classroom (e.g. restroom, locker, etc.). Teacher discretion may be used in extenuating circumstances. Additional disciplinary action may be taken by the teacher.

Help Hours

I am available mornings or after school by appointment whenever help is needed.  Please see me as soon as possible for extra help, make-up work, grade concerns, etc.

Major Works  

In addition to short stories, poems, nonfiction pieces, and other literature from the textbook and other sources, we will study several major works this year.  Students will need to purchase or obtain (via a public library or a pdf file) their own copy in order to annotate as they read.  These works for semester 1 and 2 may include (but are not limited to):
1st Semester

The Crucible by Arthur Miller
Narrative of the Life of a Slave by Frederick Douglass

Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand
And student choice of other works

2nd Semester 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
And student choice of other works

*The English Department is pleased to incorporate our county-granted novels into our teaching throughout this school year. These county-granted novels are a wide selection of fiction and non-fiction readings that were provided to engage our students in diverse, literary works. Each student is given the opportunity to choose what novel he or she would like to read from the novels offered. We invite each student and parent to review and research the novels offered in our classes. It is the student’s responsibility to choose an appropriate novel as their selection.  Students will be able to choose a range of works for many of the individual and group assignments. This is a college level reading and composition course and the reading level and content are appropriate for a college level course. Please confer between parents and students to select a work which both parties agree is appropriate.  Lists of books will be provided for particular units.
Parents,
Thank you for taking the time to read over my course syllabus. I look forward to working with you and your student throughout the year! Please feel free to contact me at any time regarding your child’s progress in my class. The most effective way to contact me will be through email: gingrich@fultonschools.org.  I will do my best to respond to you within 24 hours of your email.  
If possible, I ask that students donate ONE of the following items to my class ‘wish list’ – (1) box of tissues; (2) Clorox-type wipes. (3) sticky notes (4) colored pencils. Thank you in advance for your help and generosity!

I will communicate with students and parents in several ways this year. Please see below for more information.

Please make sure your email address is updated with the school; I will use eSchool to send parent emails.

http://www.drgingrich.weebly.com
Please print, sign, and return the syllabi sheet on the next page to me by Wednesday, August 14th.
Please print, sign and return the media approval sheet on the next page to me by Wednesday, August 14th

Signature Sheet (Return to Teacher)

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for taking the time to read over the syllabus. Please pay special attention to the Honor Code, Plagiarism Policy, Recovery Policy, Language Arts Media Guidelines as well as the Cell Phone Policy.

I periodically send classroom updates through email, so please make sure your email address is up to date in the school system. If it is not, please see the CHS front office to update your information.

I am looking forward to working with your students this year! Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

By signing below, you are acknowledging that you have read and agree to the policies and procedures outline in the syllabus. 

Student Name: ___________________________________ 

Student Signature: ________________________________

I have read the syllabus and will support my student as he/she follows the outlined expectations.

Parent Name: ________________________________ 

Parent Cell Phone/Email _______________________

*Parent Signature: ____________________________
Parent Permission Form
For Instructional Use of VHS/DVD
Fulton County Schools









Date: _______________________

Please indicate below whether or not you give permission for your child to view the VHS/DVD named on this form.  Parental permission is required for students to view this VHS/DVD because it has a Parental Guidance (PG), Parental Guidance 13 (PG13), or Restricted (R) rating.  It will be used in this course as supplementary material. I am listing the films for the year, their rating, and a rationale for showing each one.  If you have no objections to showing the film then mark yes.  If you have an objection to any of the films please mark which ones.  In all cases the films will be shown in excerpts and no complete film will be shown.

****************************************************************************

Teacher: ______________________________________________________________________

Course: _______________________________________________________________________

	
	

	
	

	
	_____Yes,______________________________________,

has my permission to view the VHS/DVDs.

	
	

	
	_____No, ______________________________________,

does not have my permission to view the VHS/DVD. Please list any films the student does not have permission to view.


___________________________________


__________________

Parent’s Signature





Date

These are the films we will watch this year. In most cases we will only watch excerpts of the film usually 5-10  minutes.  Some of them may have sexual content. Sexual content will not be shown in class. 
Film   




Rating 



Rationale

	King of Kong 
	PG-13
	Will be used to introduce issues of argument and perspective

	Into the Wild
	R for language
	Will be used to connect to the book we are reading Into the Wild

	Band of Brothers
	TV-MA
	Shows episodes of an Airborne unit during WWII will be connected to the book Unbroken

	The Crucible
	PG-13
	Scenes of violence; pretended witchcraft

	Unbroken
	PG-13
	Scenes of violence and torture in a WWII prisoner of war camp

	Bowling for Columbine
	R
	Scenes of violence from Newsreels about Columbine shootings in 1999

	Great Gatsby (2013 version)

2nd semester
	PG-13
	Gives an illustration of the visual imagery in the novel which we will be reading

	Infamous

2nd semester
	R (language and violence0
	Will show scenes from the ending to connect to a debate on the death penalty and to the book In Cold Blood which we will be reading.

	Spellbound 

2nd semester
	G
	A documentary which will be part of a documentary unit during the 2nd semester

	Black Fish 
	PG-13
	A documentary which will be part of a documentary unit during the 2nd semester

	When the Levees Broke
	TV-MA language
	A documentary which will be part of a documentary unit during the 2nd semester

	Supersize Me
	PG-13
	A documentary which will be part of a documentary unit during the 2nd semester

	Man on a Wire
	PG-13
	A documentary which will be part of a documentary unit during the 2nd semester



